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[Music] good morning everyone this is today wednesday january 21st and this was the scene in algiers last 
night pictures that we've all been waiting for for 444 days 52 american hostages stepping out of an algerian 
jet and into the glare of television cameras free of iran for the first time this morning they are in an american 
military hospital in wiesbaden west germany they were greeted first in algiers and then flown to west 
germany good morning all i'm tom brokaw this is the today program a new day for 52 american hostages a 
new day for ronald reagan and in many ways a new day for all americans a new era in this country with a 
new president and we are now rid of a national nightmare the hostages are in wiesbaden west germany 
today we will be covering that story thoroughly for the next couple of hours jane will be talking with louisa 
kennedy we just saw her out in another room here she talked with her husband in the middle of the night at 
about three o'clock this morning the phone rang she was asleep woke up instantly awake knew who it was 
moorhead mike kennedy is fine and we'll talk to her about what else they had to say in this half hour and 
some of the most emotional television pictures you'll ever see you're about to see once again in frankfurt 
west germany when the american hostages arrived last night from algiers this was the site they are stepping 
off american medevac planes 52 as someone described it a full deck they're all home and in good shape 
wearing air force parkers as you can see served tricky dinners on board most of them looking alert and 
healthy and naturally very happy to be home they are now officially described by the air force not as 
hostages or as president reagan 


00:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=uCs_ 8kB1R-s&t=121s 





not as hostages or as president reagan has called them prisoners of war the new official description is these 
are the returnees they have returned to american soil in the form of an american military hospital in 
wiesbaden west germany there was an emotional welcome for them at the airport in west germany in direct 
contrast to what they had to experience in their final moments in iran where a rag-tagged band of 
demonstrators was gathered at the airport to shout down with america down with reagan about 2 000 people 
were at the airport altogether before the returnees were put aboard the buses and taken to the hospital 
where they have all the food that they may want to eat including steaks and their favorites they have 
television sets toothpaste we are told when they first got on the plane in algeria pardon me in tehran before 
leaving for algeria they burst into song and shouts of joy of all kind we're not certain just how long the so- 
called decompression period will last it could last up to three or four days among those meeting them in west 
germany was former secretary of state cyrus vance who resigned his office as you recall in disagreement 
with the carter administration over the rescue plan that failed in the deserts of iran that's the rhine maine air 
force base in west germany and now the trip via bus to the military hospital 
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about 2 000 people all together with signs of one kind or another gathered to meet them there most of them 
probably dependents from the american air force base so they know what to expect they were served 
thanksgiving dinner as i said uh on the airplane before they arrived there in a turkey dinner and they have 


steaks everything that they may want in place some people saying that they would like curry dinners other 
people saying that they would like any other kind of american fare other thing and also in the best tradition of 
american junk food they've laid in a big supply of candy bars as well and other things that they may have 
missed in the last 444 days family reaction to the release of the hostages after their long ordeal was naturally 
uniformly joyous two reports now roger o'neil and fred briggs in loop city nebraska the moeller family cried 
with joy as they spotted marine corps sergeant michael mohler step out of the algerian airplane [Applause] 
doris moeller the mother said she thanked god he was there this put the icing on the cake it was final he was 
out he was on his one on his way home and he's healed he's going to be here and he looks great he just 
looks like mike i just like to shake hands with him or 
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like to shake hands with him or something the parents said now that their son michael is free they will rest 
easy and begin preparations for his welcome home which will include fudge and peanut butter cookies two of 
their son's favorite foods roger o'neill noc news loop city nebraska in the space of 24 hours manny jones got 
the official call about the agreement unofficial word that the planes had left iran then the official call which 
was never really completed she dropped the phone as all that control she had maintained suddenly seemed 
to dissolve then there was the reality of seeing her husband for the first time in algiers later in frankfort and 
there's the jones family in detroit that's the odyssey of maddie jones longest day but its warmest part in this 
period came when a group of eighth graders serenaded mattie and her daughters with a familiar hymn given 
a new meaning [Music] fred briggs nbc news detroit and this is jimmy lopez he's a marine sergeant the 
arizona republic reporting this morning that he was a hero on the day that the iranian militants invaded the 
american embassy that was november 4th 1979. sergeant lopez barricaded the door and threw a tear gas 
grenade giving five americans enough time to escape into the canadian embassy where they were protected 
until they were smuggled out of iran about a year ago don oliver now with a report on the lopez family in 
globe arizona it was the moment the lopez family had waited for for 14 and a half months 
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on tv marine sergeant jimmy lopez a free man at last it wasn't until they saw him a second time a close-up let 
the tears begin to flow mary lopez her oldest son richard she kept saying i can't believe it family and friends 
sharing the tears the joy and the champagne [Applause] ten-year-old marcy lopez drenched and how did 
jimmy lopez look just fine thank you city's mother with long hair that his father said won't pass marine 
inspection don oliver nbc news globe arizona can't get enough of those pictures and at the home of rocky 
sickman in krakow missouri the whole sickman family was up late last night drinking champagne mrs 
sickman said you know this could get to be an expensive habit well why not and there is good news in 
washington this morning for raymond donovan president reagan's choice for secretary of the labor uh jim 
polk of nbc news reporting is telling us today that the fbi now says that there is no evidence to back up an 
informer's charge that donovan paid him off to buy labor peace at a construction site a few years ago for 
ronald reagan this is his first full day as president of the united states he begins with swearing-in ceremonies 
for his white house staff and a cabinet meeting today and he starts his presidency after what he called a 
perfect day of celebration here now is susan peterson do you mind if i have the last dance with my lady 
[Applause] [Music] 
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[Music] and with that the nation's 40th president and his first lady came to the end of a long and incredible 
day a day mr reagan called perfect because of the release of the hostages the couple spent the night visiting 
all eight inaugural bowls in washington plus a youth disco and a special veterans dance through a special 
satellite hookup the president also appeared and spoke to nearly 90 other bulls throughout the country from 
florida to alaska but for the last dance their only real dance of the evening this was a quiet moment to reflect 
and to remember i finally decided i'm not going to wake up the president said it isn't a dream susan peterson 
nbc news washington isn't that nice i mean what a day i mean the awards all clouded up here we all are you 


can't get through the morning cecil beat the mill in walt disney in their finest hour could not have produced 
the great i cannot remember a confluence of events like that i mean really this is the kind of day that will 
stand out in bold print in those history books that we'll be reading in 25 or 30 years from now and then after 
the obvious weather day that we had yesterday this morning the snow ferry paid us a little visit here in 
washington and we have dots of snow around the area and the little birds are out there eating their seeds 
and they're smiling saying number one usa and how sweet but let's get into the weather act before they 
throw me out of here check it we're going to get it back to reality here's the satellite map and there's even 
good news out in the west they've got rain in the northwest northern california but the best news is and it's 
been a serious problem they've got heavy fog out in the rocky mountains especially in idaho and heavy fog 
and smog conditions in utah that will be wiped away by the weekend they've had something like 68 minutes 
of sunshine since the first day of the new year that's great news still warm though and foggy this morning 
that's all moving in as that storm moves across the pacific rain continues down around the gulf in the 
southeastern states except florida how sweet it is miami beach here we come 
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how sweet it is miami beach here we come little snow in the ohio valley and some snow as we Say here in 
washington this morning new england should be sunny and gorgeous now let's check and see what's 
happening in your part of the country this morning we have chicago 37 in sunshine miami 73 and partly 
sunny new york 36 with some clouds and st louis 41 and some clouds well that's it right now i'm gonna go 
back and have a doughnut and now here's my favorite sweetheart in the morning funny thing sometimes god 
answers uh prayers by telephone about an hour ago reverend and mrs lee in pasadena california got a call 
from gary and louisa kennedy heard from moorhead mike kennedy overnight too we'll talk to both of them in 
a moment but first this is today on nbc it's been a long long terrible year but well it's been a wonderful night 
for some people that we have come to know this morning louisa kennedy is here having spoken overnight for 
the first time in a long long time to morehead kennedy her husband a state department economics officer in 
iran and in pasadena california the reverend earl lee and his wife hazel who had a birthday yesterday and a 
birthday present like crazy this morning their son gary was an administrative officer in the american embassy 
in iran and you heard from him by telephone what just uh within the last hour really what did gary say how 
was he he started out by greeting me with that uh that those words that i was waiting for to see how he was 
we talked together in marathi that's our language we learned in india and he said kasich isab and i knew right 
away when he said how are you that he was great and we had one fantastic 30 minutes i believe of animated 
conversation 
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conversation which just just continued our flight skyward um mrs lee your your worst fears uh were not 
realized he apparently was fine um but did he tell you how difficult it was for him these last 14 months was it 
hard on him yes he mentioned that he said it was very very difficult he had been in solitary confinement part 
of the time he had six others with him another part of the time and he said it definitely was the prayers of the 
world that kept them going and an inner determination that those people were not going to get the best of 
him he had that old fighting spirit that we figured he probably would have was very very obvious do you think 
that he will have to stay in west germany for decompression for a matter of days or do you think he's ready to 
come home right now you won't believe it jane he said we want to get home for the super bowl can you 
believe that exactly what he said and maybe he will i hope he will louisa Kennedy um when did your 
telephone ring 3 a.m this morning and you were asleep at the time i was and it didn't ring very loud in the 
room but uh somehow i heard it and what were the first words can you share them ah yes i think the first 
thing i said was thank god you're home and he said i re and then he said he felt very well indeed he said i'm 
all together everything's fine don't worry he he of course knowing that that you would be concerned 
immediately yes i think that must have been in my voice did he have any information about um the other 51 
hostages how they are he said with one or two exceptions everybody's in great shape the exceptions was he 


specific no no i didn't answer not as to who or to what kind of symptoms he was describing we went racing 
on to about uh 50 other topics um i believe he told you that the iranians were abusive uh right to the end oh 
jane he 
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abusive uh right to the end oh jane he said the last two days there were terribly grueling they were taken 
once to the airport and back again and then when the final time came to go to the airport they were given no 
advance word other than just get up you're leaving and then i guess what must have been very frightening 
moments going out to the airport and i guess not really knowing what uh what to expect when they got there 
when did did he know when he felt um free do you know he must have told me that and i can't recall here is 
morehead kennedy that's um well that's the first good glimpse you've had of him in how long uh well i think 
he was in one of those films last winter he told me on the phone last night that he had made it a well he didn't 
want to show up in any of those films and in in the one with capuchi he had been so really revolted by the 
dialogue that he was forced to listen to and all that that he said never again if he could possibly avoid it 
would he get into a situation where he'd have to uh play a pride in one of these movies and in the christmas 
film he managed not to did he look the same to you does he look like the man you saw looks a bit like the 
shaggy man of oz i think long hair but he looks great he doesn't look heavier or or thinner than than when he 
left almost a year and a half ago back to the leaves in in pasadena if we can uh did gary have any 
information about his friends that uh that you could share with us well he was together with six toward the 
end but uh he was scattered scattered around the country himself with just one or two and after january he 
didn't have too many that were together i think he said maybe two or three of them were together at a time i 
would like to give you a message if i 
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i would like to give you a message if i may today is wednesday that's thursday friday saturday the super bowl 
is four days away gary lee could be here nbc is broadcasting the super bowl this year and i'm to tell you that 
he will be nbc's guest if he wants to go to new orleans and see the super bowl thank you do you think you'll 
be hearing from him again will he be making regular telephone calls to the family do you think he's calling his 
wife again today but i don't know if he'll be calling us again and will you be hearing further from moorhead 
kennedy oh i think i'll hear from him today what about this probably still on the telephone he was going to call 
all our children immediately after me and his parents and if he spent as long with each of them as he did with 
me he would be not finished yet uh you were saying also that um that you weren't at home last night and uh 
only happened i guess to remember no i was staying with a friend because i knew the phones would be 
ringing at the house and it was my answering service that got my husband uh on the line and they patched 
me through but the lady who did it was in floods of tears and she said oh i'm just so happy that i can be the 
one to tell you that your husband's on the line and we are so pleased to be able to to tell you the lease in 
pasadena how pleased we are for you and louisa kennedy that we can share what is uh such a happy news 
day we'll be back with more on today in a moment this is today on nbc [Music] we're just saying goodbye to 
mrs kennedy whom we have been uh seeing here on a regular basis for the past several days and under the 
best circumstances this morning she had a middle of the night conversation with her husband who turns out 
was writing a book while he was kennedy she says has finished a manuscript about the story of his captivity 
the iranians kept the manuscript he has fortunately she says a very retentive mind and given a typewriter 
could probably reproduce it very quickly 
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very quickly and one last thing the reverend and mrs lee in pasadena said just as we were leaving them tom 
but they finished their conversation with gary just within the last hour and a half or so by by saying the lord's 
prayer together over the phone we also want to make it clear that we not only invited mr lee to come to the 
super bowl on sunday courtesy of nbc but any of the other hostages who want to be there as well we offer 
them the invitation we hope that they can get back of course that's their call but there'll be a place for them in 


new orleans if they want to see the super bowl 1981 444 days after their captivity time now to take a look at 
the rest of the news this morning and it does have to do with the hostages of course all 52 of them now 
officially called by the air force returnees they're now safe in an american army hospital in west germany this 
morning for an up to minute report on that let's go to richard valeriani who has this report from frankfurt west 
germany tom there were scenes of jubilation here overnight there were people cheering people waving flags 
singing songs waving yellow ribbons church bells rang but above all there were the hostages in short their 
return was simply joyous john hart was at the rhine mine us air force base here in frankfort when the 
hostages landed just before dawn and jim compton covered their arrival at the air force hospital in wiesbaden 
20 miles away here are their reports halfway home landing in an american airplane on an american air base 
to americans cheering [Applause] servicemen and women who had waited the night and the more than 14 
months to recover what had become a personal loss the welcome according to the old protocol led by cyrus 
vance who was secretary of state when they were captured and who resigned over the planning of the 
rescue that didn't work first off the first plane bruce langan charges affair 
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charges affair beginning the return to normalcy the ranking officer taking precedence again coming off 
together two men who'd been caught almost by chance robert odie 65 and retired who'd gone back to fill in 
for a colleague for a few weeks and jerry plotkin the businessman who dropped by the embassy for 20 
minutes when the fanatics came over the wall onto the buses wearing the new parkas they'd received during 
the flight from algiers the small bags they'd packed in tehran taken away before departure said one of them 
stolen he said in the back of the bus claire barnes communications officer communicating and a quiet young 
woman in the crowd speaking for everyone it's something that every american feels a sense of relief and i 
just wanted to be here to experience it [Music] shortly before dawn two buses took 52 people down the 
autobahn to the air force hospital in wiesbaden the last stop before home john hart nbc news rhine mine air 
force base the trip to wiesbaden which will be the hostages home during the initial debriefing took 45 minutes 
with the windows of the big blue air force buses steamed up in the cold german dawn the freed americans 
sat wrapped in their new military parkas their arms filled with newspapers headlining their release as the 
motorcade near the hospital the 52 americans faced just one last excited welcome before the long-awaited 
quiet and sanctuary of the hospital [Applause] [Music] and some americans stationed in germany had been 
waiting since 3 am in the bitter cold more than 5 hours for a glimpse of the freed hostages first off the bus 
was air force colonel tom shaffer 
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the others followed some weary some simply beaming [Music] a gleeful hospital staff received them with the 
warmth they had not known for 14 months they got another sample of the awesome press coverage they 
face in the days ahead we counted 15 television networks from holland to korea in the frenzy of the welcome 
it was seven-year-old american bobby flowers who said everything are you happy i'm just glad that they're 
back home and that all this time they've been saying that they won't be released and they will be released 
now finally they got released now they're inside in the rooms that will be their home for the next three to 
seven days where the realization they are free will slowly sink in james compton nbc news v spaden later 
state department officials said that all the hostages appeared to be in good spirits during the flight from 
algiers to frankfurt in addition to getting new military parkas the former hostages also ate a good turkey 
dinner kind of a thanksgiving dinner somewhat late as soon as they got to the hospital they were given 
preliminary medical checkups and then they raced for the telephones to call home and then most of them 
went to sleep and when they wake up they'll wake up as free men and women for the first time in 444 days 
tom wherever you live in whatever your age it's impossible to be indifferent to that thought and those pictures 
this morning now let's go to uh richard volrani who is in frankfurt still in frankfurt west germany this morning 
he is talking with members of the crew that flew the hostages from algiers to frankfurt west germany on those 
two big american medevac planes dick i'm with captain angela hardy flight nurse and medical crew director 
and master sergeant charles rigo he's from laurel maryland captain hurley is 
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from laurel maryland captain hurley is from warrenton north carolina and they were aboard one of the c9 
flying hospitals which brought the hostages from algiers to frankfort captain how did they look great what did 
they do as soon as they got on the plane they ran around and found a place to sit and just start talking and 
running around hugging each other and just anybody came up they started hugging them did they need any 
treatment sergeant not at all not at all not medical treatment were they really excited exuberant they were 
excited they were a little sedate went until we got off the ground but boy when we broke ground the cheers 
went out and the claps went out and just sounded like a thunderstorm in that airplane did they ask for 
anything as soon as they got up in the air oh something to drink uh we passed them out passed out juices 
and gave them coffee and stuff and then we fed them a turkey dinner no hearts then no hard stuff no sir not 
on airbag medical but uh gave them all they wanted to drink soft stuff and then sort of a thanksgiving dinner 
on the way back before what uh what did they ask you captain what kind of question do they ask me well one 
of the questions was what was happening in the ball games this weekend which i couldn't tell them because 
i'm not a sports fan so but i didn't know who to direct them to well the direct question to me was who's going 
to play in the super bowl and i was able to tell them that because i had seen the playoffs and told me that it 
was philadelphia um yeah did they know who was president there was a new president yes they did did they 
know about the raid that failed yes they did i took them some knew about it that the ones that i talked to and 
others did not what did they say about it did they say anything to you about it um they talked around things a 
lot they really didn't say specific things um the only thing that they referred to when they were talking about 
the raid was the fact that they wanted to come home you know it was always that hope and that was just 
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always that hope and that was just another sign of hope when they did find out about it now after the raid 
they apparently were moved around did they know where they were moved to yes they seemed to they they 
were talking amongst themselves and and toomey and several of them were talking tell you where they 
mentioned different places in iran where they had gone to and been moved from place to place they stay a 
month here or two weeks here or two months there but outside of tehran oh yes outside of tehran there's 
only about five people that remained in tehran after the on a my plane anyway that remained in tehran after 
the uh rape did they talk at all about any mistreatment no not really they said they had a lot of things to talk 
about and think about a lot of things that did happen but they'd rather not discuss it then well thank you very 
much captain harding sergeant rigo now back to tom brokaw in washington thank you dick air force rules or 
air force rules you get on those medevac planes no hard stuff only soft drinks and juices available we'll be 
back after this word lord scott will have the latest weather forecast for us scott it's hard to find him i'll tell you 
some warnings you got to see an optometrist if you can't find me here in trouble i did do a little research 
frankfort west germany the rain you saw last night gave way to sunshine today 22 degrees still a little bit 
nippy but a beautiful sunny day get back here things are looking better take a look and see what the 
temperature bands look like today cool up in the northern rockies 30s and 40s for the highs the 20s in 
northern new england and around the upper great lakes the winds are blowing off the pacific coast but sunny 
in south florida sunny in the southwest southern california never looked better as a matter of fact this is still 
left over from pasadena this is the pasadena rose that i'm wearing on my lapels this morning look at the map 
and see what we have to offer today some good news all that fog all that smog in utah nevada and parts of 
idaho that'll be disappearing today tomorrow and over the weekend storm system moving in on the northwest 
coast some rain and some snow actually here in washington some snow this morning and some rain 
generally in the gulf 
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and some rain generally in the gulf states of east texas coast louisiana mississippi not a bad day january 
thaw still in effect now let's see what's happening in your part of the country this morning we have dallas fort 
worth 46 and sunshine denver 56 and sunny skies los angeles 68 and partly sunny and phoenix 73 and 
sunshine see you again about a half an hour now here's thomas thank you and i'm with two of the key people 


in the reagan inner circle of advisors we have my immediate right new york congressman jack kemp co- 
author of the kemp roth tax cut bill 10 a year over a three-year period and on his right former michigan 
congressman david stockman who is the new director of the office of management and budget president 
reagan made it very clear in his inaugural address yesterday that economic matters have top priority the first 
order of business in his new administration was to put a freeze on federal hiring of any kind what's the 
second order of business that we can expect from mr stockholm i think the second order of business is in the 
next few weeks we hope to put together a comprehensive economic plan that will address and correct the 
conditions he described yesterday i think that will include a fulfillment of his pledge to cut taxes 30 percent 
over the next three years to drastically reduce government spending for many low priority or marginal 
activities to bring the regulatory agencies of the federal government under control it will be a big order but we 
have to get it done quickly and get it launched there have been some reports that you've fed all this 
information into your computer and that you are aghast at the size of the federal deficit and the rate of federal 
spending and that you are having second thoughts about the feasibility and the wisdom of a tax cut of 10 a 
year no i don't think that there's been any uh second thoughts about the tax cut in fact he made it clear 
yesterday in the inaugural address that there would be no compromise and i think that's correct we are 
concerned though about the way the fiscal year 81 budget has gotten totally out of hand it's 50 billion dollars 
higher in terms of outlays and deficits than we thought just six months ago but that's primarily due to the 
collapse 
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that's primarily due to the collapse of the economy and that's why we think the tax cut's so important if we 
can't get people back to work if we can't get our factories operating at full capacity we'll never reduce that 
huge deficit that we inherit congressman i know that's good news for you to hear that the tax cut is uh ona 
go position in the reagan administration but what about the political reality of getting the budget down to size 
and reducing some of the things that are in there that are now wasted in the eyes of this new administration 
well the greatest waste is the great is the waste of uh talent the waste of the human resources of 
unemployment in our economy and i think as dave pointed out the deficit is being caused in large part by a 
tax system that is acting as a roadblock to economic growth and when ronald reagan yesterday said he 
wants to remove roadblocks he was talking about removing those barriers that stand in the way of a 
prosperous economy and it's the only possible way that dave stockman said you can balance the budget is 
through economic prosperity so that is the purpose of getting the taxes the taxes are causing the deficits but 
so much of the federal budget as i don't need to tell you you tell me is a fixed expenditure that we have in 
terms of social security programs and and the indexing as a result of inflation and you can't get control over 
that instantly right no you can't and i think that we're going to have to ask congress to make some basic 
changes in those statutes that that have created the so-called entitlements clearly it was indicated yesterday 
that those who have genuine need in this country will be supported and their benefits will be continued but in 
many many of these programs excesses have built up people have gained eligibility who really don't need 
taxpayer support today and we're going to have to make a very determined and a very careful effort to make 
those separations and to reduce the size of the entitlements so that we're providing all right let's be specific 
fewer people on food stamps in the coming years well there'd be fewer people on food stamps if you had a 
higher level of employment and when president-elect reagan or president reagan said that he that putting 
america back to work means putting all americans back to work he's talking about building a stronger tax 
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talking about building a stronger tax base which means more revenue for government and a better and 
sounder social security system yeah but a different kind of eligibility requirement for food stamps as well as 
more productivity in the economy that would be correct because clearly there are today people who have 
very high incomes part of the year who are eligible for 30 or 60 or 90 days who shouldn't be college students 
are receiving food stamps i don't think they should receive food stamps we have the same kind of problem in 
many of the other entitlement programs and it is these kinds of corrections which i think the country will 
support and the congress will support jack when do you think that you'll have a tax tax reduction passed in 


the congress give us a time frame it's very difficult to put a you know date certain on it there's no doubt in my 
mind that democrats and republicans as well in the congress want to move swiftly along with president 
reagan and dave stockman and don regan to get this economy moving again and when they see as i think 
they will that the tax burden on both enterprise as well as enterprising americans is so heavy that it's making 
the budget plunge or the economy plunge thus causing our budget problems i think they'll move swiftly and 
certainly as dave pointed out president reagan uh is has decided to act now and i think that's the thing that 
must be translated into congressional action gentlemen thank you very much we're a little squeezed this 
morning because of the hostage situation gratefully squeezed i may add and uh glad to have you back ina 
couple of weeks as we uh check on the story and its progress one of your admirers told me last night that 
this may be the ticket for the republicans in 1988 looking down the road i'd be glad to be dave stockman's 
vice president now he's on the record mr stockman 12 before the hour jane will be back in just a few 
moments with michael reagan son of the president of the united states but first a station break friday 
detective nero wolf must solve the mystery of the death on the doorstep everyone knows how a little cold or 
flu can change a grown man 
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can change a grown man that's why everyone should know about gatorade a colder flu can leave you feeling 
dehydrated many doctors say it's a good idea to add extra liquids to your diet gatorade won't cure a cold or 
flu but it is formulated to replace body fluids better than most beverages even water and it's easy on an upset 
stomach regular or instant gatorade thirst quencher when the doctor says to add extra liquids to your diet 
meet the world champion bubble blower tonight on the scene at 10. well we are back with and i am sitting 
with mike reagan we don't stand on ceremony these days it is good to have you um do you have your breath 
yet do i have my what your breath i forgot okay frankly we sat down here and pinned our microphones on 
quickly enough that that the hearts are pounding did you um have a good time in the reviewing stand 
yesterday we were watching and and it looked like your two-year-old son uh grant cameron was having the 
best time of all he was having the time of his life you know this is of course this is the first for him also uh but 
it was it was really a moving to be in the reviewing stand yesterday to see that parade and cameron i was 
just glad he was able to see it and be part of it uh what was different your perspective on the parade and 
included being very near the president of the united states where ours didn't he he seemed uh your father to 
be um entertaining you all somewhat telling anecdotes and things what what was going on what stories was 
he telling you that had you laughing he really wasn't he wasn't really telling many anecdotes he was i think 
one of the stories he was saying that when he first stood up in the at the luncheon presidential luncheon and 
he was denouncing the hostage situation where they were his first thought was that gee can i do this now 
and it was and uh so everybody kind of got a chuckle from that but he was trying to bring us up to date of 
course on the hostage situation 
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date of course on the hostage situation when they were in iranian airspace and out so everybody's really 
kind of happy and proud about that there's seen two exceptionally special moments for him during the 
parade one was when um the dixon marching band marched by playing dixon loyalty his school song yes 
those moments i think for him uh are things that you know he can you'll never see again i mean yesterday 
was a day for my father and the luncheon uh to be in in the capital and the great rotunda uh where it's just 
empty it's just for you days like that you'll never see again in your life and to be able to see dixon come by 
and play their marching song we're moving moments for the whole family and how near really to tears was 
the president when the mormon tabernacle choir sang he seemed to be blinking blinking furiously i couldn't 
really see because i couldn't see through my tears i think her whole family was i i know dennis maureen's 
future husband was trying to take a picture was going to take a picture of dad and his lens was all wet uh so i 
think you saw everybody just it was a very emotional moment when they stopped and even cameron who 
had been playing all through the whole parade just quieted right down and just and listened to the moment 
and it was it was very moving and touching for all of us and we all felt very proud you are taking over your 
father's syndicated radio program that's what i read in the press actually actually we are talking with some 


people about doing a program similar to my father's i do not believe i could step into my father's shoes and 
take over his program but we are talking with some people now about the possibility of doing that i think that 
we do need a spokesman out there my father now being the president i think the country the republican party 
i've been out campaigning all year long maureen and i i think we hit like 35 states some 600 speeches and 
it's uh i would like to 


00:40:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=uCs_ 8kB1R-s&t=2403s 





600 speeches and it's uh i would like to maintain my credibility in the republican party and maybe be a 
spokesman to help people get elected in the future and look towards 82 84 and so on what about uh getting 
people like yourself perhaps elected to public office do you entertain a political notions of your own not right 
now i promise colleen we've been married five years two presidential elections a governorship race in 
california and possibly another reagan race in 82 that i'm hearing about and so to get involved right now and 
run myself i promised my wife that no i'm going to stay home and let's raise cameron and and give him some 
time because this last year has really been a little devastating on him we've been out and traveling even 
though cameron i think has like 50 000 miles on him from campaigning throughout the country himself you 
say you're hearing about a reagan race in 1982 we're hearing too what do you hear probably the same thing 
you hear there might be somebody else in our family running for office if you had to guess i know maureen 
has not made a decision about the senate will she to guess i hope she i hope she makes a decision about 
the senate she i think she can add a lot uh to the senate united states well michael reagan thank you for 
being with us we have not heard the last of the siblings uh the head siblings for the first family either we'll be 
back in a moment here's willard scott no we i'm first a message [Music] good morning everyone this is today 
wednesday january 21st the morning after one of the most dramatic freedom pictures that we've all ever 
seen those the 52 american hostages now officially designated the returnees out of iran first to algiers and 
then officially to american soil and american 
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american air force base in frankfort west germany and then to an american army military hospital in 
wiesbaden west germany where they are today they have been telephoning their families and their friends 
and will be hearing their reaction during this hour of today we'll also be hearing some tales that we have not 
heard before one of the hostages who was released early on with us today to talk about stories of torture 
stories of russian roulette we'll be talking as well with psychiatrists who've been assigned to a task force to 
deal with the hostages although they all seem to be in great physical and mental health for now at least 
meanwhile ronald reagan's great new beginning has begun on this first day of the reagan presidency we'll be 
talking to a member of his cabinet jean kirkpatrick who will be the ambassador to the united nations and well 
rich little's working up a new act it begins well first let's take a look at the latest news there are those 52 free 
americans no longer hostages but safe in the u.s military hospital this morning in wiesbaden west germany 
for a late report let's go to richard villariani who is in frankfort time after all those months of anxious waiting 
the return of the hostages to freedom was while it was simply a joyous occasion it was just before dawn 
when two c9 flying hospitals brought the 52 hostages to the u.s military air base in frankfort the freed 
americans came off the plane tired but happy during the flight from algiers they had all been given new 
military parkas and they had eaten a turkey dinner they were greeted on the ramp here by former secretary 
of state cyrus vance who resigned last april because of his opposition to a military rescue mission the 
mission failed they were also greeted by hundreds of people from the base people who cheered and waved 
american flags and sang america the beautiful in the below freezing weather [Music] 
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[Music] from the rhineland air base the hostages were taken immediately by bus to the air force hospital in 
wiesbaden 20 miles away security was especially heavy because of a reported bomb threat against them 
another big crowd was on hand to welcome the hostages to what has been dubbed freedom hospital after a 
brief preliminary medical checkup and dash to telephones to call home then many of them went to sleep after 


a long but happy night the hostages will spend about a week here undergoing a program of physical and 
mental rehabilitation designed to help them readjust to the real world they'll also spend the time trying to 
catch up on what's happened during their 14 and a half months in captivity later today president carter is 
coming to visit the hostages briefly and he'll be bringing with him several top officials from his administration 
tom thank you dick we'll be going back to west germany should there be any developments we have with us 
in the studio this morning lloyd rollins was on my immediate right he was one of the first hostages to be 
released from iran and with him as well as dr graham spanier who is a family sociologist working with a task 
force he's going to try to help the hostages readjust their new life mr owens you've been looking at those 
pictures of your colleagues from iran coming off the airplane and so on how do they look to you it's been a 
long time since you've seen them more than what about 430 days altogether yes it has uh they look good 
and i would really feel optimistic they're strong characters strong individuals and i'm sure that they'll they'll 
adjust to this after a while you now feel free to tell a story that we had not heard before in the initial days of 
captivity some of the what secretaries the women there yes were forced to play russian roulette they played 
russian roulette with them they were trying to get some of our official files and they stuck bullets in the 
chambers of pistols and they pulled the triggers as they were trying to force them to 
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as they were trying to force them to open up official files of the embassy and in another case and the girls 
are going to kill me but they've had to hold this in all of this time one of them was tied to a chair bound and 
gagged for over 24 hours not allowed to even move i myself had a pistol put to my temple to open up my files 
what was your specific assignment there well i was an administration general services officer there were 
three of us in the group stephen lotterback gary lee was our leader and myself we've been seeing that yes a 
lot of humor he he still has it too have you shed those memories entirely in the year and a couple of months 
that it's been since you're out of there no i haven't no you still live with them i still live with them do they do 
they give you trouble those memories uh no i've been able to handle them pretty well what has caused me a 
problem is seeing my colleagues over there and uh and it and i never thought that it would go on this long 
but i'm so happy that they're home now i just feel fantastic based on what you have seen only in television so 
far dr spanier they look pretty healthy to us today and they seem to be in good shape they do indeed they 
look remarkably healthy they're very euphoric obviously pleased to be released i know they've been talking 
to their families overnight and i think it's a happy moment for a lot of people so do you think that the 
decompression period as they have been describing it will have to go on very long i think it will have to go on 
at least for a few days they'll have to assess how well they're doing they do need some rest they have been 
up all night it'll take them a couple of days to adjust health-wise into their nutritional status and also i think it's 
going to be very important for them to be assessed psychologically and to see how they feel about what's 
happened to be caught up to date and for them to be evaluated very carefully they're already talking about 
the uh super bowl they want to know who's in the super bowl this year yeah well that's a good sign certainly 
in the united states uh that's a very important thing for a lot of people to uh 
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lot of people to uh to know about uh i think one thing that that we need to think about is the possibility that 
this euphoria may turn into some depression for them later lloyd and i were talking about this and he 
experienced it to a degree others might on the other hand people are remarkably resilient and i think many of 
them obviously possess a great inner strength which they will be able to to call on to help cope with the crisis 
that they've experienced dr spanier thanks very much mr allen you're going to have a reunion of some kind 
you think with these people i hope so i hope so after they've adjusted and saw their families i'm sure we'll be 
getting together nice to have you with us today thank you very much a good day i'm sorry about the bad 
memories but it's a good day to be rid of them it's a good day a fantastic day for the families of the now 
former hostages it was a day of immense relief after 440 days of immeasurable anxiety we have two reports 
today on some of the family reactions from mike siemens in tampa florida and this from meredith lewis is in 
san diego at first dorothea morefield could only catch frustrating glimpses of her husband's face in a crowd of 
former hostages disembarking in algiers but when a television camera captured richard's close up how did 


he look he's thinner he's lost weight but we saw that at easter he's got a book tucked under his arm which 
shows me he's completely normal after seeing her husband again on tv from the arrival in frankfort and again 
on to the hospital in wiesbaden mrs morphin said she could now look toward the future with confidence palm 
coming reunion and back to work back to a normal life life with family the job that he likes that he does well 
an existence that we had before that we'll have again the time to put all of 
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we'll have again the time to put all of this behind us in an effort to normalize future relations mrs moorfield 
was asked if america should forgive iran for taking its people hostage forgive yes she said but forget never 
meredith lewis nbc news san diego at a special church service in tampa last night for the freed hostages 
katherine kobe's sister annabeth voigt could no longer hide her emotions nearby kathryn kobe's mother elsie 
of jessup iowa clutched 52 yellow roses they've been given to her by the congregation to remember this 
moment as the family hugged friends someone said the hostages were on tv from algeria suddenly everyone 
was serious as they waited for a glimpse of catherine [Music] so happy the kobe family which until last night 
had carefully guarded its privacy quickly regained composure that may change again when they have a 
chance to see catherine in person after such a long time ike siemens nbc news tampa from tampa to willard 
scott and the weather here and a little rain and a little snow in the nation's capital this is the first day of the 
reagan administration first full day anyhow that's right after the lovely sunshine we all saw an experience 
yesterday it was even nicer to be here as they tell them they did a beautiful job one thing i got to say the 
capitol police the park police the metropolitan police how sweet they are i hope i didn't leave anybody out but 
they do a beautiful job the unsung heroes they were spectacular yesterday let's check and see what we have 
on our big weather map this morning uh temperatures in the 20s in new england the upper great lakes a little 
fog around the great lakes this morning 30s and 40s will be high temperatures dipping down into the rockies 
but moderate in most of the country spring thor january thaw is still around 
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spring thor january thaw is still around here in the east 70s in south florida and southern california look at old 
texas carved out there from san antonio all the way down to the tip end gangbusters storm moving across 
the pacific northwest the winds are blowing a bit through northern california heat wave sort of continues right 
on through in arizona new mexico fog continues into the rockies and into nevada and into utah but that will 
get out of the way they've had smog and fog there since the first the new year a little snow in the tennessee 
valley the ohio valley and some rain throughout the southern states now let's check see what's happening in 
your part of the country this morning we have buffalo 31 and some clouds detroit 35 and foggy minneapolis 
saint paul 37 and sunshine and new orleans 53 and some clouds that's our exciting weather show for right 
now we'll be back i'm gonna get a puppet the next half hour so come join us and here's james and i'll be back 
in just a few moments i'll be talking with pettit jermond and broder they've been with us all during this long 
campaign now here for the reagan administration we're going to keep calling them back until they get it right 
first this is today on nbc 8 14 right now ronald reagan begins today his first full day of the reagan 
administration we're going to take a look now at what we can expect from that with the help of tom pettitte of 
nbc news jack germain of the washington star syndicated columnist and syndicated columnist david broder 
of the washington post they have been with us as i say for this long campaign and now we're going to take a 
look at what we can expect in the months ahead first of all it seems to me that reagan spelled out fairly 
clearly in his inaugural speech yesterday that it's going to be economy economy economy to begin yes and 
that should have been no surprise it seemed to me pretty much a rehash of themes he'd established during 
the campaign itself and i suppose an inaugural address has more uh power behind it but uh there were 
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uh power behind it but uh there were certainly no surprises in the speech jack well you you know generally 
speaking i don't think much of speeches and i didn't think much of that one either they um i mean it was 
speeches are just words essentially just like these just like these right he did soften his tone somewhat there 


was none of the harsh notes that sometimes were in his campaign speeches but what matters with reagan is 
not what he says in the inaugural address what matters is whether he can deal with the with the things that 
are facing but doesn't it not matter that he picked that theme and stuck with it in plain language to start his 
administration that he didn't try to soar in a kind of poetic way about what he may expect but kept it right on 
the line of the economy yeah but i also think tom that was a pretty obvious thing to do because everyone's 
telling him if he doesn't handle that when he's uh he's gone david i thought it probably was important though 
that he did not broaden the agenda at all one of the reasons that his campaign was a success was that he 
stayed on that fairly narrow issue and he certainly said nothing to would have given much encouragement to 
the moral majority or the social conservative part of his constituency that they're going to get high priority we 
had on the air this morning as you probably saw david stockman who said in the next 30 days or so we'll 
have firmly set up an economic program that will include the 10 tax cut and yet we have a budget deficit that 
is uh running wildly out of control and the judgment a lot of the reagan people they may be crying wolf a little 
too strongly so they'll make their job what are the chances that they're going to get through congress that 
they want to i think excellent um i think the package if it's presented well as a package we'll go sailing in the 
senate and i don't think there's going to be die-hard resistance in the house of representatives even though 
it's under democratic control one of the things i gather that they're planning to do is to put everything under 
one umbrella so a congressman or a senator doesn't have to vote against social security in an isolated way 
or against food stamps but they voted as a whole package uh well there's a flip side of that too though tom 
because that also means you get things in there that people can't go along with it becomes a christmas tree 
of some kind 
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it becomes a christmas tree of some kind it becomes it can become more difficult i mean if the strategy is 
obvious but it's not always a simple and always takes a long time to get that done you're spending a lot of 
time on the hill these days tom what are they saying up there about the chances of reagan getting through 
what he'd like to well i think that the the senate as uh david said and probably almost certainly the house are 
inclined to go along with the tax cut the problem it seems to me is to get through a tax cut a budget reduction 
and a military spending increase which he has also promised all at the same time it's hard for me to see 
where that money comes from that military spending increase for the current fiscal year is probably going to 
be small or maybe even non-existent they're beginning to talk about how they could probably finance it out of 
the sums that carter has uh requested for this current fiscal year yeah excuse me again uh the the defense 
the whole thing with the defense budget you remember four years ago carter was promising the reverse cut 
at five to seven million dollars i think that the presidential candidates and presidents elect should not be held 
accountable for what they've said about the defense budget because it never works the way they say it's 
going yeah but that was really another theme sounded in the speech yesterday was america will retain 
regain its role as a world power that there will be in effect no more iran's those were implied in what he was 
saying about he didn't say anything about tom about increasing defense spending yesterday specifically or a 
lot of bluster about national security he is on the high ground politically and we ought to remember that just 
the fact that this is a new year does not end that political context that we were talking about all of last year 
not many people are going to want to challenge this president in the early weeks and months of his 
administration let's talk about what kind of president he is likely to be based on what we have seen thus far 
given the appointments at the white house and the way that we know that the structure will work do you think 
he'll be an active president david i hope so the one thing that worries me is that he seemed so disengaged 
from the work of putting together his administration all during this transition period i hope he gets into it with 
both feet from this morning on the other day george bush said something 
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the other day george bush said something at the republican national committee meeting he said that the 
magnitude of the problems were just beginning to dawn on the president and i suspect that's true today may 
not be as much fun as yesterday was you've been following ronald reagan for a long time in california and 
here as well it doesn't seem likely to me that he's going to get down there into the nitty-gritty of things i think 


that the chairman of the board similarly is probably appropriate well i think we have to wait and see how that 
works out if things start going wrong the chairman of the board does have to get in there and that may be the 
time when we see ronald reagan going to work at eight rather than nine yeah but what's the what's the 
problem with being a chairman of the board and being a kind of concept no i see no problem with that you 
have any problem with it i see a huge problem with it because the presidency is a weak office today anybody 
who comes there with the notion that he's not going to exert what authority there remains there in a very 
personal way is asking to be run over i'm not talking about the exertion of authority or the use of the power 
that he has but it's the manner in which he does it in a personal physical way about whether he delegates 
that authority i think he's got to get into this job he cannot delegate it he can't let things slip away in those two 
extra hours of sleep in the morning the country is being run by other people and that uh i think that's a very 
serious problem i don't mean that he has to worry about who schedules the tennis courts but he obviously 
has to worry about uh keeping track of a great many things that has not been that he has not kept track of as 
a candidate based on the people that he's appointed thus far they have a working familiarity with washington 
max freidersdorf for example who'll be running congressional liaison for him is a very well-known figure up 
there that's true yeah well they they put together a team that seems to know what it's doing vis-a-vis 
congress the the point you're asking is does does reagan have to do all the work that's what i'm asking well 
david says he should it's a strong white house staff but you can't govern the country with the white house 
staff you've got to run the president has to be seen as being the man in charge they've got all these tidy 
schemes now they're separating operations and policy in the white house that isn't 
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policy in the white house that isn't going to work no one's able to do that as a practical matter he's going to 
have to roll up his sleeves and have a and have the hill down for breakfast from time to time and uh he's got 
to make it clear that he's going to be in control of that political agenda and decide what matters are on top 
and what are on the bottom i think he's certainly capable of that don't you that he is he is yeah it's a question 
of how much energy will effort he's prepared to put into it and we'll know that in the opening days of the 
administration because if they say that they're going to get what is it's the running start that's become the 
question early signals are very important we'll let you know on friday we have to find out too if he's willing to 
threaten people that's a very important part of being president i think already in washington there is one 
television station that is saying the reagan years day one that's what happens you get you're held you're held 
accountable almost instantly you will be held accountable as well on friday we'll see you back then and we'll 
see in the coming days we'll be back in a moment this is today on nbc [Music] hi everybody 8 30 on uh this 
remarkable wednesday morning everybody slightly exhausted and yet at the same time buoyed by the 
events of yesterday in washington in algiers and wiesbaden west germany and during this half hour of today 
i'll be talking with someone who will become very quickly a familiar figure to all of you her name is jean 
kirkpatrick she is about to become the reagan ambassador to the united nations the united states 
ambassador to the united nations a woman and a democrat and she has some very definite ideas on 
reagan's foreign policy and then we'll talk to a woman who has known nancy reagan for a long time they've 
been friends since the sixth grade she says if nancy had married the her real girl hood crush bing crosby 
might have been president was that right well there's some remarkable pictures that she has as well from 
nancy reagan's day where they were together at smith and uh and much earlier than that summer camp 
even i wonder if mrs reagan will be watching those this morning and saying oh no she didn't dig those up did 
she time now 
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she didn't dig those up did she time now to take a look at the latest news telephone lines were humming 
early today between west germany and the united states as the 52 former hostages now called returnees 
rushed to call home from the military hospital in wiesbaden where they are winding down decompressing 
from a long captivity in iran jimmy carter now a private citizen is flying to greet them as a special envoy from 
president reagan a report from kenley jones several thousand people welcomed the former president back to 
plains despite a cold rain the first time since carter began running for president that a rally here had been 


rained on carter was obviously tired after two nights without sleep as the hostage crisis was being resolved 
while his supporters partook in a huge covered dish supper and watched fireworks over main street carter 
went home to get a good night's sleep but he was up again before dawn on his way to germany to meet with 
the hostages for whose freedom he worked so long what will he say to them just how thankful we are that 
they are free and we'll have a chance to answer questions i'll exchange ideas with each individual hostage if 
necessary and help to prepare them for coming back home as soon as possible intentional delay apparently 
intentional delay by the iranians and letting the hostages go i think today when we are so happy and excited 
and looking on the positive side of things it would be better for me not to comment on the iranians and how 
they have acted the last 14 months which i believe is really abominable after a short helicopter ride to robins 
air force base carter boarded the plane made available by president reagan for the trip to germany carter is 
scheduled to spend only a few hours with the hostages then fly back to planes tonight for some much 
needed rest kenley jones nbc news planes georgia well the authorities have asked the families of the 
returnees not to go to germany to greet them but one relative couldn't wait 
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one relative couldn't wait diane wildman has the story in frankfurt at the frankfurt airport this morning alyssa 
keough said she expected no problem seeing her father despite the state department request that families of 
the hostages stay away for the moment her parents are divorced and she explained visiting her dad now 
would make things easier for her i've come here that was a hard explanation a lot of things happened within 
our family that would make it tense at the family reunion and it would be easier to come here and see him 
rather than cause come back home back home is the boston area alyssa brought a box of letters for her dad 
from friends and relatives there what's the first thing you're gonna tell me i don't know everybody's asking 
that i really don't know there's gonna be too much emotion i really don't know what i'm gonna say alyssa 
says she's well aware her father needs rest now after checking into a wiesbaden hotel she said she planned 
to phone her state department contacts to set up a reunion when it's felt her dad is ready for it diane wildman 
nbc news frankfurt correspondent george lewis who covered the early stages of the hostage crisis in tehran 
has some thoughts now on some of the hostages that he's talked about so often during the 444 days of 
captivity we're used to calling them the hostages but they are 52 individuals with 52 fascinating stories the 
oldest hostage robert odie 65 had retired from the state department went to tehran only to fill in for a friend 
who was on vacation had two more weeks to go when the embassy was taken behind him jerry plotkin 
private businessman from sherman oaks california trying to set up a personnel company in iran in the 
embassy only 20 minutes before it was taken richard moorefield watched by his wife dorothea sent to iran 
four months before the takeover because 


01:06:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=uCs_ 8kB1R-s&t=3961s 





four months before the takeover because of his experience with terrorism he got 444 days more experience 
than he counted on catherine kobe one of two women being held in films released by the iranians told her 
family she was spending her time dieting trying to lose weight charles jones the only black held all this time 
perhaps not released with the other blacks in the embassy because the militants saw him destroying 
classified documents [Music] alan golisinski in charge of security at the embassy his mother is french he 
used his time to brush up the second language he learned at home talk to the algerian intermediaries 
negotiating the release 52 individuals 52 stories we understand at least one of the americans spent his time 
working on a book about his experiences it should be quite a tale george lewis nbc news that was more field 
kennedy who had dumbed the book it's now in his head we'll be back with willard's weather in a moment first 
a message [Music] who says flowers don't bloom in the winter these flowers are blooming in bedrooms all 
over the country on very cotton comfort kale sheets from royal family by canon their natural blend the 
premium blend 60 cotton for more soft cotton comfort and no ironing you'll find these lovely floral patterns in 
full bloom now and throughout the white sail period fashionable comfortable washable look for the seal of 
cotton cotton performs willard scott in the weather now a lot of activity in washington and a lot of action out in 


the pacific northwest both washington's dc am and fm and the great state of washington on the coast look at 
the map there mr freedberg show them the lovely nice job in there old thumbs freeberg punched it right up 
for us we have a storm system on the northwest coast and that is going to move inland and 
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and that is going to move inland and take care of the rocky mountains moving the fog away and giving some 
clean fresh sweet air over the weekend to good old utah they've had it they've had some snow today too in 
the tennessee valley some snow also in the ohio valley and beautiful in the southeast and the southwest you 
see on the map here the temperatures in the 20s in new england the 30s and 40s these are high 
temperatures in the northern rockies but absolutely delightful weather throughout most of the country a little 
fog around the great lakes now here's what's happening in your part of the country this morning we have 
atlanta 42 and some rain portland oregon 54 with some rain san diego 72 and partly sunny in washington d.c 
45 rain with some snowflakes it is a great day continue to have one and now here's my partner thank you 
ward we have with us now a woman who's a democrat still a democrat by the way he's still identified still a 
democrat and about to become the united states ambassador to the united nations her name is jean 
kirkpatrick she got her job after she wrote a letter critical of the jimmy carter foreign policy as she wrote a 
column about that and then it was read by ronald reagan and he wrote you a letter saying how much he 
admired it among other things you wrote that you thought that they were not even handed in the carter of 
administration in dealing with different administrations around the world on the issue of human rights right 
mainly i wrote that i thought they were failing and what they were trying to do let's talk about your role as a 
u.n ambassador first of all let me ask you whether you have any strong feelings about american policies in 
terms of hostages being taken at embassies around the world and whether you will articulate any policies at 
the u.n given the international scope of that forum well of course i have strong feelings about it i think we all 
do in fact i will articulate it if it seems to me to be appropriate what are your feelings well my feelings are 
that's a very unfortunate thing it shouldn't happen we should not uh we we should make clear that we regard 
it as a really major major major affront an assault an insult an outrageous uncivilized barbarian kind 
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an outrageous uncivilized barbarian kind of behavior and spell out in advance what is likely to happen to 
people who take american diplomats spell out in advance that something bad will happen to them and that 
we take it very seriously yes do you expect to be an activist u.n ambassador andrew young was certainly that 
during the carter administration would you expect to be someone who will be outspoken and highly visible in 
that post no i really would expect to be relatively quietly spoken to work quietly except occasionally when it 
will seem to me that it's important to speak out but i i don't expect in fact to speak out strongly all the time or 
regularly many of ronald reagan's admirers and supporters are extremely critical of the united nations do you 
think that it's a viable institution well i think all institutions have to continually reprove themselves and re- 
establish their viability in fact i don't think any institution is forever that's and i don't think that you win and it's 
uh you know i don't think we can assume it's forever yes i think it's viable for now but i think we have to be 
more realistic about what we can expect from it and what we can't expect from it we've expected too much 
and then we're disappointed when we don't get too much we've expected too much in terms of solutions to 
problems and we ought to think of it more as a place for dialogue i think that's exactly right yes a place for 
communications between countries and building yes dialogue and consensus you at the outset we as we 
described it you said that the carter foreign policy was failing in terms of what it was trying to do in the area of 
human rights do you think that human rights as a foreign policy issue will have a high priority in this 
administration do you think yes i do actually you know i didn't really say that the current administration was 
failing on human rights i said it was failing in building democracy in iran for example that the policy had failed 
there i think that human rights will have very large importance in a reagan administration and we expect in 
fact that it will uh suffuse the foreign policy of the reagan administration how do you influence a country to be 
more sensitive to human rights you try yeah that's uh you know you i 
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you try yeah that's uh you know you i mean you is it a stick thing though no i don't you know i don't think 
there's a generalization that one can make of course it's carrot and stick it's persuasion in fact i don't think 
carrots and sticks are as useful as persuasion and appeals to shared values and i think that each country 
has to be dealt with separately in terms of its own culture and its own history jean kirkpatrick who will 
become the united states ambassador to the u.n may we have you back after you've been in the post a while 
loved it and see how it goes thank you very much for being with us this morning back in just a few moments 
jane polley talking with one of nancy reagan's childhood friends and wait to see the pictures that they have 
first this station break nancy reagan was in the sixth grade when she moved to chicago her name was nancy 
robbins when she first met a girl who would be a friend for a long time and that girl's name was gene wescott 
and there they are the two of them became very very close they went through grammar school together high 
school and even on to college sharing all the girls good times that that girls do nancy always poised and 
sophisticated loved dramatics even back in high school she was in the spotlight in their senior class play 
nancy reagan had the lead in a play that was called first lady well nancy played that role again only this time 
it was for real yesterday well you agreed once more our president and mrs reagan thank you very much 
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[Applause] jean wesket now jean marshall is with us this morning when you knew nancy reagan it wasn't red 
it was pink you called her pinky why well we had the same underwear and uh hers was pink and mine was 
white and uh pinky stuck for quite a quite a long time but whitey didn't stick too well that didn't last too long 
although i still have two friends who still call me whitey but uh pinky was he was a great name does ronald 
reagan know that um nancy's crush was on bing crosby and not ronald reagan ron ryan was yours right i 
collected ronald reagan i thought he was divine and nancy kept saying i don't see what you see in ronald 
reagan because she collected bing crosby and i said i don't see what you see in bing crosby we uh i also 
collected jimmy stewart and we agreed there we had no no problems with jimmy stewart when later nancy 
married ronald reagan did you remember those early school girl crushes on the movie stars and you 
appreciated the irony even then sure and we saw every movie that came to chicago every movie nancy often 
says that her life began when she married ronald reagan well you knew her before then and life was not bad 
for nancy robin she had a rather tough childhood though before you met her do you know much about that 
no i really don't i just remember when she came to chicago and and became the adopted daughter of loyal 
davis which is where nancy davis came from she had a car at the age of 16 what did that car look like oh yes 
we both received cars when we were 16 and i got a green uh convertible ford and she got a black convertible 
mercury with red leather seats and oh it was 
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red leather seats and oh it was very special and where did you go in it oh we drove like four blocks to school 
and four blocks four blocks we drove and then i remember one thing i kept to really i kept a diary every day 
and one of the entries in the diary said that i went driving with nancy today in her new car uh the chauffeur 
had to sit beside her because she still weaves weaving in and out but we had a marvelous time and she do 
you think was destined to be a first lady i guess so as i look back i think maybe she was certainly got it gene 
wesket marshall who knew her when thank you for sharing your your impressions over young nancy robin 
davis now nancy reagan we'll be back after a message thank you ladies and gentlemen the president of the 
united states president kennedy president johnson president nixon president ford president carter president 
reagan all the person of rich little hey good morning [Laughter] is the new president a tough one to do well 
that's the key that whale and he does it too yesterday i heard him do it three times in a minute there he goes 
again you know tom i plan to work as president 25 hours a day wait a minute 25 they're only 24 hours a day 
how do you work 25 hours a day i'm going to get up an hour earlier every morning well is he taking this well 
you appeared before him the other night yes and you had that wonderful story tell us about how you're going 
to solve the nation's energy problem well i'm going to build a pipeline to the sun now i know you think that's 
ridiculous i'll be burnt up or we'll be burned up before we get halfway there not necessarily we're going to go 
at night and he fell about on that i mean he absolutely nearly fell off that chair 
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absolutely nearly fell off that chair which was great for me he's got a great sense of humor and that's going to 
be terrific is it possible for you to look at him when you're doing him at the same time well there he was right 
in front of you the other night i tried not to because i i had to think about what i was doing and at the corner of 
my eye i was seeing them really laughing you know particularly nancy and well the whole family and i 
thought great we got a president with a sense of humor you know so this is great because i think we need a 
president with us nco some presidents are easier to do than others though oh sure who's been the easiest 
one for you to do uh a fella can't remember his name but he you remember um gerald ford no he was 
probably the hardest ford was the hardest ford was the hardest uh i guess i do most of them uh over the 
years i think reagan's going to be a good subject president reagan but he is tough but he does talk on on one 
plane all the time it's breathy as well and a little raspy yeah but uh whale and that little shake of the head you 
know and that that looked down you know you'd look down too if you owned a horse ranch but uh there he 
goes again [Music] how do you prepare to do these guys what do you do watch a lot of video tape listen to 
their voice and tape recorders i watched him during the debate that's where i really picked up because that's 
where he uh did the the head movements and the looking down and the shifting and that's where that's 
where i picked it up from the debates had you been hoping that someone else might be president so you 
could do an easier routine well i do do baker of course uh howard baker uh and uh let's see uh see it's so far 
back i can't remember who was running at the well of course uh kennedy yeah of course i have been doing 
uh that uh for years uh hahaha anybody in the audience ever get up and get real angry because the 
president is kind of sacred territory to a lot of folks no but richard nixon 
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folks no but richard nixon never really acknowledged my impression when i was doing it in front of him he 
just went like this and then finally he turned to an aide and said why is that young man speaking in that 
strange voice because his name is rich little after all thanks tom we'll be back right after this i am told that 
iranian television has transmitted this morning film of the american hostages at the airport in tehran it is their 
first look at the moments just before they stepped on a flight to freedom let's take a look at it [Music] but we 
are seeing film this morning from tehran as you can see those are the hostages going on board an algerian 
airliner at the airport in tehran iran there was a small knot of demonstrators out there saying down with 
america death to the americans the hostages grim faced set in their expressions as they came off the bus 
and got onto the airplane but people who were on the airplane say that once they were on board and the 
wheels lifted off the ground in iran they broke into shouts of joy and song they carried small packets to the 
airport we are told that once they were there however the packets were taken from them including 
manuscripts prepared by moorfield kennedy who was writing a book about his experiences these scenes 
transmitted just moments ago from tehran iran these the moments as the hostages are being led to freedom 
they are now on board an algerian 727 jetliner the flight that took them first to athens and then on to algiers 
where they were transferred to a medevac plane 
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[Applause] each hostage appears to have a militant on either side of him or her in some instances as they 
are event on the [Applause] planet [Applause] [Music] the final indignity that they were made to suffer at the 
hands of their captors you can only guess that the kind of patients that must have been required of these 
hostages and these the closing moments of their too long stay in iran the plane held on the ground in tehran 
until jimmy carter was out of office deliberately or not we can only guess they begin to smile once they are on 
board the algerian airliner of course no expressions no communication no gestures as you might be tempted 
to throw one are the hostages as they were leaving tehran yesterday a difficult moment for them no doubt 
but it ended the difficulty just moments later when they were safely out of there had we seen that um that film 
before before they'd arrived i think we might 
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before they'd arrived i think we might have been a little more concerned about their health because they they 
were as rarely smiling um but by the time we did see them arriving in algiers uh the mood had changed 
dramatically and and they they looked fine we have come to know them so well no one knows them better 
than mary wolf at nbc news who knows them all individually and she's been so helpful in identifying them and 
we are going oh she's never met them yeah and we'll know them all better once they return again it has been 
an extraordinary period of time we'll see tomorrow morning here on today nbc news will have complete 
coverage of all the details of this developing and dramatic situation throughout the day 


END 


